
U.S. Senate General

U.S. Representative Open Primary

U. S. Senator

	■ Jamie Davis – Democrat, Black, Male

	■ Julia Letlow – Republican, White, Female

U. S. Representative, 3rd Congressional District

	■ Kate Cotten – Republican, White, Female

	■ John Day – Democrat, White, Male

	■ Priscilla Gonzalez – Democrat, Hispanic, Female

	■ Clay Higgins – Republican, White, Male

	■ Tia LeBrun – No Party, Am Ind, Female

	■ Caleb ‘With a C’ Walker – Democrat, Black, Male

U. S. Representative, 4th Congressional District

	■ Conrad Cable – Democrat, White, Male

	■ Matt Gromlich – Democrat, White, Male

	■ Gordon Heslop – Republican, White, Male

	■ Mike Johnson – Republican, White, Male

	■ Mike Nichols – Republican, White, Male

The Senate is part of the legislative branch of the U.S. 
Government that makes laws. The Senate votes on bills, 
resolutions, motions, amendments, nominations, and treaties in 
a variety of ways. The Senate also tries impeachment cases for 
federal officials referred to it by the House.

The House of Representatives is part of the legislative 
branch of the U.S. Government that makes laws. 
Representatives introduce bills and resolutions, offer amendments 
and serve on committees. The House has several powers assigned 
exclusively to it, including the power to initiate revenue bills, 
impeach federal officials, and elect the President in the case of an 
electoral college tie.
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City Judge, City Court, City of Sulphur

	■ Stacy Saltzman – Republican, White, Female

	■ Carla Sigler – Republican, White, Female

City Judge, City Court, Division B,  
City of Lake Charles

	■ Ron Richard – No Party, White, Male

	■ Walter ‘Walt’ Sanchez – Republican, White, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District 
Court, ES 1, Div. J

	■ Sa Trica Williams Bensaadat – Democrat, Black, Female

	■ Brittany Bell Chavis – Democrat, Black, Female

Open Primary

City and Parish Courts typically have civil 
jurisdiction over cases involving small 
claims, evictions, and traffic violations. 
Different parishes and cities may have individual rules 
about the maximum claims to be made in their courts. 

Justices of the peace have no criminal 
jurisdiction, except as committing 
magistrates and for the issuance of peace 
bonds. They have original civil jurisdiction in cases 
up to $5,000, but are NOT allowed to decide lawsuits 
involving title to real estate, the right to public office, 
divorce proceedings, suits against public bodies, and 
executory proceedings.

Member of School Board District  1

	■ Rick Batchelor – Republican, White, Male

	■ Howard ‘Keith’ Vincent – No Party, White, Male

Member of School Board District 2

	■ Lydia ‘Lottie’ Larce – Democrat, Black, Female

	■ Karen Hardy McReynolds – Democrat, Black, Female

Justice of the Peace, Ward 1

	■ Jeanelle Matte – Republican, White, Female

	■ Dylan Young – Republican, White, Male

The school board sets policy for the parish 
or city school system, hires and oversees the 
superintendent, and adopts the district’s budget. 
Boards make decisions on school staffing formulas and 
salaries, facilities and construction, school boundaries 
and closures, and disciplinary policy, and they provide 
financial oversight for the entire district. Because 
school boards control local education budgets and 
policy, school board elections have a direct, immediate 
impact on the classroom experience of students in a 
parish.

District court judges make important 
decisions in civil and criminal cases (mainly 
felonies and property-related matters) that impact 
not only the parties who appear in court for specific 
cases, but also the community at large. They also 
handle appeals of criminal cases tried by city, 
municipal, and traffic courts (with a few exceptions). 

Magistrate Judge,  
14th Judicial District Court

	■ Brent Hawkins – No Party, Black, Male

	■ Joseph ‘Joey’ Williams – Republican, White, Male

	■ Stephen Dwight – Republican, White, Male

Magistrate Judges are the first judges you 
see, and they determine how your case moves 
forward. They also often conduct mediations, resolve 
discovery disputes, and decide a variety of motions. 
They determine whether criminal defendants will 
be detained or released on a bond, and may appoint 
counsel for defendants. 

The role of the constable is to preserve the public 
peace, execute the process in City Courts and Justice 
of Peace Courts, and discharge other functions 
assigned by law. They serve warrants and summonses, 
collect garnishments, and process evictions and other 
matters pertaining to the court.

Constable, Justice of the Peace Ward 2

	■ Dana Aucoin – Republican, White, Male

	■ Chris Holmes – No Party, Black, Male

	■ Chad E. Primeaux – No Party, White, Male
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Mayor, City of DeQuincy

	■ Vance Perkins – No Party, White, Male

	■ Kim Rainwater – Republican, White, Female

Mayor, Town of Iowa

	■ Paul ‘Hounddog’ Hesse – No Party, White, Male

	■ Jordan Manela – Republican, White, Male

	■ Brian ‘Shakey’ Schexnayder – Democrat, White, Male

	■ Neal Watkins Jr. – Republican, White, Male

The mayor is the chief executive officer of a 
city, town, or village. The mayor directs the day-to-
day operations of municipal departments, prepares and 
administers the city’s budget, and appoints (subject to 
council approval) officials like the clerk, tax collector, and 
other municipal officers. The mayor can veto ordinances 
passed by the council, presides over council meetings in 
some cities, and represents the municipality in dealings 
with other governments and agencies.

Chief of Police, Town of Iowa

	■ Erik B. Johnson Sr. – No Party, Black, Male

	■ Christopher Lafleur – Republican, White, Male

The chief of police leads a city or town’s police 
department. Where the chief is elected, they have 
full authority over hiring, promoting, disciplining, and 
firing police department personnel, and over how the 
department is run day to day though the mayor and 
council still control the department’s budget. The chief 
of police is responsible for law enforcement within 
the municipality’s limits, working alongside the parish 
sheriff and other local agencies.

Councilmen, District A, Town of Iowa

	■ Julie P. Fontenot – No Party, White, Female

	■ Chuck Hebert – No Party, White, Male

Councilmen, District B, Town of Iowa

	■ Joe Becnel – No Party, White, Male

	■ Keegan Leonard – Republican, White, Male

	■ Miranda ‘Vincent’ Priola – No Party, White, Female

Councilmen, District D, Town of Iowa

	■ Christine Broussard-Doucet – Democrat, White, Female

	■ Weber Fontenot – Republican, White, Male

Councilmen, District E, Town of Iowa

	■ Kautchia ‘Kay’ Broussard – Republican, White, Female

	■ Gerald Guidry – Republican, White, Male

Council Member, Division C,  
City of Westlake

	■ Cierra L. George – Republican, White, Female

	■ Brandon Malbrough – Democrat, Black, Male

Council Member, District 3,  
City of DeQuincy

	■ Michael Streams – Republican, White, Male

	■ Thomas ‘Tom’ Threet – Republican, White, Male

City Council members represent districts 
within their parishes or municipalities.  
Councils hold regular public meetings and have 
the opportunity to reshape how their parish or 
municipality addresses crucial issues, like public 
safety, equitable economic opportunity, and 
infrastructure. They vote on policy decisions 
governing their jurisdictions--which are often 
introduced based on citizen input--and approve 
budgets, and can appoint members of commissions, 
civil service boards, and other governing bodies 
within a parish or city.
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Unopposed Races
Associate Justice, Supreme Court,  
3rd Supreme Court District 
Cade R. Cole – Republican, White, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 1, Div. F 
Bobby L. Holmes – Democrat, Black, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 1, Div. H 
Kendrick J. Guidry – Democrat, Black, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 2, Div. C

William J. ‘Bill’ Cutrera – Republican, White, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 2, Div. D 
Hope Wyatt Buford – Republican, White, Female

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 2, Div. G 
Tony Fazzio – Republican, White, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 3, Div. A 
W. Mitchell Redd – Republican, White, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 3, Div. B 
Lee Hoffoss – Republican, White, Male

District Judge, 14th Judicial District Court, ES 3, Div. E 
David Ritchie – Republican, White, Male

City Judge, City Court, Division A, City of Lake Charles 
Jamie Blair Bice – No Party, White, Male

City Marshal, City Court, City of Lake Charles 
Nathan Troy Keller – Democrat, Black, Male

City Marshal, City Court, City of Sulphur 
Brandon Dever – Republican, White, Male

Member of School Board, District  3 
Ellaweena Woods – Democrat, Black, Female

Member of School Board, District  4 
Mary Fontenot – Republican, White, Female

Member of School Board, District  5 
Patrick Pichon – Republican, White, Male

Member of School Board, District  6 
Beth Fraser – Republican, White, Female

Member of School Board, District  7 
Betty Washington – Democrat, Black, Female

Member of School Board, District  8 
Laura Smith Stanford – Republican, White, Female

Member of School Board, District  9 
Monica Welch – Republican, White, Female

Member of School Board, District 10 
Anthony ‘Tony’ Obanion – Republican, White, Male

Member of School Board, District 11 
Phyllis Stine Ayo – Republican, White, Female

Member of School Board, District 12 
Russell Castille – Republican, White, Male

Member of School Board, District 13 
John Brame – Republican, White, Male 

Member of School Board, District 14 
Desmond Wallace – Democrat, Black, Male

Member of School Board, District 15 
Shawn Baumgarten – Republican, White, Male

Justice of the Peace, Justice of the Peace Ward  2 
Kizzy Aucoin Sanford – No Party, White, Female

Justice of the Peace, Justice of the Peace Ward  5 
Chad Ivery Perry – Libertarian, White, Male

Justice of the Peace, Justice of the Peace Ward  6 
Joy Fontenot – Republican, White, Female

Justice of the Peace, Justice of the Peace Ward  7 
Elizabeth Jackson – Republican, White, Female

Justice of the Peace, Justice of the Peace Ward  8 
Erica Thomas – No Party, White, Female

Constable, Justice of the Peace Ward  1 
David Lonkowski – Republican, White, Male

Constable, Justice of the Peace Ward  5 
Keith Hyatt Sr. – Republican, White, Male

Constable, Justice of the Peace Ward  6 
Rickey Brummett – Republican, White, Male

Constable, Justice of the Peace Ward  7 
Christopher ‘Chris’ Jowers – No Party, White, Male

Constable, Justice of the Peace Ward  8 
Daniel Hennigan – No Party, White, Male

Mayor, City of Westlake 
Damon Hardesty – Republican, White, Male

Chief of Police, City of Westlake 
Christopher Wilrye – No Party, Black, Male

Councilman at Large, City of DeQuincy 
Eddy Dahlquist – No Party, White, Male

Council Member, District C, Town of Iowa 
Vernessa Guillory – Democrat, Black, Female

Council Member, Division A, City of Westlake 
Kelly Hamilton McMahon – Republican, White, Female

Council Member, Division B, City of Westlake 
Jeremy Lee Cryer – Republican, White, Male

Council Member, Division D, City of Westlake 
Freddie Harrison III – Democrat, Black, Male

Council Member, Division E, City of Westlake 
Kenneth ‘Kenny’ Brown Jr. – Republican, White, Male

Councilman, District 1, City of DeQuincy 
Scott Wylie – Republican, White, Male

Councilman, District 2, City of DeQuincy 
James ‘Jim’ Smith – No Party, White, Male

Councilman, District 4, City of DeQuincy 
Margaret Ann Brown – Democrat, Black, Female
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⏹ ☑ SQUARE-X

☑

City of DeQuincy Proposition (Sales 
Tax Renewal)  
Shall the City of DeQuincy, Louisiana (the “City”) per 
Louisiana law continue to levy and collect a sales and 
use tax of one-half of one percent (1/2%), for a period 
of 15 years beginning August 1, 2027, with collections 
estimated at $362,976.24 for one calendar year, upon 
the sale at retail, use, lease or rental, consumption and 
storage for use or consumption of tangible personal 
property and on sales of services within the City, as 
presently or hereafter defined in La. R.S. 47:301 to 317, 
inclusive (the “Tax”), with the avails of the Tax (after 
paying reasonable costs of collecting and administering 
the Tax) dedicated for constructing, acquiring, operating, 
maintaining, or improving public safety, fire protection, 
criminal justice facilities, operations, equipment, and other 
operating expenses of and works of public improvement 
within the City, title to which shall be in the public; and, 
authorization to fund avails of the Tax into bonds in 
various series at various times, to fund capital costs of the 
City, including the purchase of fire trucks or other public 
safety equipment, per Louisiana law?

	■ Yes 	■ No

School District No. 30 Proposition (Bond)   
Shall School District No. 30 of Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana 
(“District”), incur debt and issue bonds in an amount not 
exceeding Seventy-Four Million ($74,000,000) Dollars, in 
one or more series, for a period not exceeding twenty-five 
(25) years from date thereof, with interest at a rate or rates 
not exceeding seven (7.0%) percent per annum, for the 
purpose of acquiring and/or improving lands for buildings and 
playgrounds, purchasing, erecting, enlarging and/or improving 
school buildings and other related facilities and necessary 
equipment and furnishings therefor, title to which shall be in 
the public, which bonds shall be general obligations of the 
District and will be retired with, paid from and secured by 
ad valorem taxes estimated to be 8 mills for the first year, on 
all taxable property within the District sufficient in rate and 
amount to pay said bonds in principal and interest, as provided 
by Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, as 
amended, and statutory authority supplemental thereto?

	■ Yes 	■ No
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Proposed Amendment 1 
Disabled Veteran Property Tax 
Exemption

Do you support an amendment to allow the surviving 
spouse of a deceased veteran with a service-
connected disability, who receives the additional 
property tax exemption, to make a one-time transfer 
of the additional property tax exemption to a 
subsequent qualifying property? (Effective January 1, 
2027) (Amends Article VII, Section 21(K)(1))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ A surviving spouse of a disabled veteran can 
transfer an existing additional property tax 
exemption to one new qualifying home after 
moving.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ The additional tax exemption stays with the 
original property and cannot be transferred 
to a new home.

	ָ Why NO:We support veterans and their 
families, but we do not need another 
special tax exception written into the state 
constitution.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Surviving spouses of disabled veterans

	ָ Local governments.

 
Potential Impact

Eligible surviving spouses would have greater 
flexibility to move without losing their 
property tax benefit. Local governments may 
collect slightly less property tax revenue from 
qualifying properties.

Proposed Amendment 2 
Local Property Tax Rates (Millages)

Do you support an amendment to allow a local taxing 
authority to continue to levy a lower millage rate without 
losing its ability to adjust to the maximum authorized 
millage rate from a prior year’s reassessment? (Effective 
January 1, 2027) (Amends Article VII, Section 23(C))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ Local governments can temporarily lower 
property tax rates and later restore them to 
their previously authorized maximum without 
voter approval.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ Current law remains. A government that lowers 
its millage may lose some ability to return to the 
previous maximum rate.

	ָ Why NO: It would make it easier for property 
tax rates to go back up. Keep the current rules 
in place.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Homeowners

	ָ Businesses

	ָ Local governments

	ָ Taxpayers

 
Potential Impact

Gives local governments more flexibility in 
managing tax rates. Supporters say it allows 
temporary tax relief without permanently reducing 
future revenue options. Critics say it could make 
future property tax increases easier.

⏹ ☑ SQUARE-X

☑
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Proposed Amendment 3 
Post-Conviction Bail for Crimes Against 
Children

Do you support an amendment to prohibit a 
defendant from being released on any post-
conviction bail if the defendant is convicted of an 
aggravated offense against a minor child? (Adds 
Article I, Section 18(C))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ A person convicted of certain aggravated 
crimes against a minor cannot be released on 
bail while appealing the conviction.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ Judges continue to follow existing laws when 
deciding whether someone may be released 
on bail after conviction.

	ָ Why NO:  Judges should be able to look 
at each case. Our justice system makes 
mistakes, and appeals are an important part 
of due process.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Defendants

	ָ Crime victims

	ָ Courts

	ָ Law enforcement

 
Potential Impact

People convicted of these offenses would 
remain in custody during the appeals process. 
Supporters say this increases public safety. 
Critics may argue it limits judicial discretion 
before appeals are complete.

Proposed Amendment 4 
Governor Term Limits

Do you support an amendment to prohibit a person 
who has served more than one and one-half terms as 
governor from being elected as governor for any future 
term? (Amends Article IV, Section 3(B))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ Anyone who has served more than one and 
one-half terms as governor could never run for 
governor again.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ Current constitutional term-limit rules stay in 
place–two terms consecutively, but can serve 
an unlimited amount of terms as long as they 
are not consectutive.

	ָ Why NO:  Let the voters decide who they 
want to elect.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Future Governors

	ָ Voters

 
Potential Impact

Creates a lifetime limit for governors who exceed 
one and one-half terms, increasing leadership 
turnover while limiting future voter choices.
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Proposed Amendment 5 
State Retirement Debt

Do you support an amendment to authorize a state 
retirement system to apply any nonrecurring state 
monies it receives to any of its unfunded accrued 
liability rather than requiring application to its oldest 
unfunded accrued liability? (Amends Article VII, 
Section 10(D)(2)(b)(iii))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ State retirement systems can decide which 
unfunded pension debt to pay first when 
receiving extra one-time state money.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ Retirement systems must continue paying 
their oldest debt first.

	ָ Why NO:  Keep a clear and predictable rule 
for paying retirement debt.

Who is Affected?

	ָ State retirement systems

	ָ Retirees

	ָ Taxpayers

 
Potential Impact

Gives retirement systems more flexibility in 
managing pension debt. Supporters say it 
allows smarter financial planning; critics may 
prefer keeping the current repayment rules.

Proposed Amendment 6 
Additional Property Tax Exemption for 
Seniors

Do you support an amendment to authorize parishes 
and municipalities to extend an additional property 
tax exemption for property subject to the homestead 
exemption that is owned and occupied by a person 
who is at least sixty-five years of age and who qualifies 
for the special assessment level? (Effective January 1, 
2028) (Adds Article VII, Section 21(P))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ Local governments may choose to offer an 
additional property tax exemption to qualifying 
homeowners age 65 and older.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ Local governments cannot offer this new 
exemption.

	ָ Why NO:  More property tax exemptions will 
mean less money for our schools and local 
services.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Senior homeowners

	ָ Local governments

	ָ Taxpayers

 
Potential Impact

Eligible seniors could pay less in property taxes if 
their parish or municipality adopts the exemption. 
Local governments choosing to offer it may collect 
less tax revenue.
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Proposed Amendment 7 
Drinking Water Service Lines

Do you support an amendment to allow for the use of 
public funds by a political subdivision for the purpose of 
identifying, inventorying, removing or replacing drinking 
water utility service lines made of or affected by materials 
as specified or prescribed by the Lead and Copper 
Rule Improvements of the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, promulgated October 30, 2024, or 
subsequent promulgation, on property owned by utility 
customers? (Amends Article VII, Section 14)

	☑ YES 	⏹ No

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ Public funds can be used to identify, remove, and 
replace hazardous drinking water service lines—
even on private property.

	ָ Why YES:  Get dangerous pipes out of our 
communities and protect families from unsafe 
drinking water. The federal government has over 
$150 million available to fix dangerous lead pipes, 
but it can only be used if this amendment passes.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ Public funds can continue to be used on public 
water infrastructure, but cannot be used to remove 
or replace hazardous service lines on private 
property.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Homeowners

	ָ Renters

	ָ Water Utilities

	ָ Local Governments

 
Potential Impact

Could speed up the replacement of lead and other 
hazardous water pipes, improving drinking water 
safety. May require additional public spending for 
infrastructure improvements.

Proposed Amendment 8 
Property and Foreign Adversaries

Do you support an amendment to prohibit 
expropriation of property by a foreign adversary or 
an agent of a foreign adversary? (Amends Article I, 
Section 4(B)(4))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ A company owned, controlled, or directed 
by a foreign adversary, (even partially, or 
without majority ownership)could not use 
Louisiana’s private expropriation laws to 
force the sale of someone’s property.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ No new constitutional prohibition would be 
added.

	ָ Why NO:  We don’t need to change the 
constitution for something that can be 
handled through regular state law.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Property owners

	ָ Government Entities

 
Potential Impact

Adds a constitutional restriction related to 
property rights and foreign adversaries. 
Because expropriation by foreign adversaries is 
uncommon, the practical impact may be limited 
unless such situations arise.
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Proposed Amendment 9 
Income Limit for Senior Property Tax 
Assessment Freeze

Do you support an amendment to increase the 
maximum amount of income a person may receive 
and still qualify for the special assessment level 
for residential property receiving the homestead 
exemption? (Effective January 1, 2027) (Amends 
Article VII, Section 18(G)(1)(a)(ii))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ Raises the income limit from $100,000 
to $150,000 for seniors to qualify for 
Louisiana’s special assessment level, which 
keeps property taxes from increasing 
because of higher property values.

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ The current income limit stays at $100,000.

	ָ Why NO:  Expanding property tax breaks 
will mean less money for schools and local 
services.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Senior homeowners

	ָ Local Governments

 
Potential Impact

More older homeowners may qualify for 
property tax protection, making it easier to 
remain in their homes as property values rise. 
Local governments could collect less property 
tax revenue from eligible properties.

Proposed Amendment 10 
Tax Exemptions for Rehabilitated 
Blighted Properties

Do you support an amendment to allow property tax 
exemptions for blighted or derelict properties that 
have been rehabilitated, and to require the legislature 
to enact laws providing for administration of these 
exemptions? (Effective January 1, 2027) (Adds Article 
VII, Section 21(P))

SQUARE-X	■ Yes       NO

What a YES Vote Means

	ָ Creates an optional property tax exemption 
for rehabilitated blighted or derelict property, 
with the Legislature required to define 
eligible property, set the exemption’s length, 
and establish rules for local governments to 
administer it

What a NO Vote Means 

	ָ The Legislature would not be constitutionally 
required to do this

	ָ Why NO:  Voters should know who gets the 
tax break, how it works, and how long it lasts 
before putting it in the constitution.

Who is Affected?

	ָ Property owners

	ָ Developers

	ָ Neighborhoods

	ָ Local Governments

 
Potential Impact

May encourage investment in abandoned or 
deteriorating properties, helping revitalize 
neighborhoods. Local governments could 
receive less property tax revenue from qualifying 
properties during the exemption period.
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